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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) has secured $3.4 million in the House Transportation and Treasury Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004 for improvements to Route 2 and continued job-to-work transportation services in Orange, Athol and Winchendon.

         "This is an excellent start for the Transportation and Treasury bill," Olver said. "As the appropriations process continues, I will work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for transportation priorities in the North Quabbin region."

         The Transportation and Treasury Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee has given its approval to the funding. Olver is the ranking member of the subcommittee and included the earmarks in the bill. The bill still needs to be considered by the full Appropriations Committee. Then the bill would be taken up by the full House. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         A summary of the earmarked projects is provided below.

Route 2: $3 million

         This earmark for continuing long-term safety improvements to Route 2 focuses on the 30-mile, two-lane stretch between Athol/Phillipston and Greenfield. This highway renovation includes plans for widening shoulders, creating new passing and climbing lanes, adding shoulder rumble strips and realigning the roadway to reduce curves. 

         "Route 2 is of ever-increasing importance to the economy of western and central Massachusetts," Olver said. "This funding will make a stretch of highway known for its dangerous curves and narrow shoulders a safer and more efficient road."

         These renovations are based on recommendations from the Route 2 Safety Improvement Study conducted by a consultant hired by the Route 2 Task Force, the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission and MassHighway. 

         Previously, Olver has secured $10.4 million in federal funds for improvements to Route 2.

For more information, contact Linda Dunlavy, executive director of the Franklin Regional Council of Governments, at 413-774-3167.

Community Transit Services: $400,000

         This earmark will allow Community Transit Services (CTS), a non-profit public transportation provider, to provide transit services to the residents in the North Quabbin region to access education, employment and medical services.  

         "There has always been a tremendous need for public transit services in the North Quabbin region," Olver said. "This public transit initiative will help to generate new jobs and economic growth, while providing access to much needed services in the region."

         Since 1998, Congressman Olver has secured more than $2 million in funding for CTS and its affiliate, Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA), to address the need for public transit services. Today, the Dial-A-Ride program provides transportation to anyone in need of a ride seven days a week, 24 hours a day.   

         In conjunction with the Montachusett and Franklin Regional Transit Authorities, CTS has also created a regional public transit service that incorporates both the Dial-A-Ride service and a fixed-route system between Greenfield and Gardner/Winchendon.  Last year, this transit system provided more than 50,000 rides to residents in this region.  This system has not only improved the quality of life for many individuals in the North Quabbin region, it has also been an economic boon for the area.

         For more information, contact Fran Gramulski, director of CTS, at 978-575-9966. 
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